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Sir: 



In accordance with the duty of disclosure as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, the 
accompanying information is being submitted in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 
1 .98. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1 .98, a copy of the Chinese Office Action, an English 
translation thereof and the cited document (Chinese Patent No. 1050203A) are enclosed. 

In addition, there is enclosed a copy of the English language WO 90/1521 (D1) which 
has been provided to the undersigned attorney, is believed to correspond to Chinese Patent 
No. 1050203A and which discloses an environmentally degradable composition comprising 
blends of a physical mixture of polylactic acid (polylactide), and a polymer selected from the 
group consisting of a polymer of ethylene terephthalate, a polymer or copolymer of styrene, 
ethylene, propylene, vinyl chloride, vinyl acetate, alkyl methacrylate, alkyl acrylate, and 
physical mixtures thereof (page 73, line 32 to page 74, line 2 of WO 90/1521 or page 70, 
lines 2-4 of CN 1050203A). 

It is noted that the cited document does not teach the claimed composition, such as 
that in claim 1 , which defines a lactic acid-based resin composition comprising a lactic acid- 
based resin (component (A)), and an ethylene-unsaturated carboxylic acid copolymer 
(component (B)) and/or an ethylene-unsaturated carboxylic acid copolymer ionomer 
(component (C)). Applicants respectfully submit that the claims are patentable over the 
document cited in the Chinese Office Action based on the same rationale used by the 
Examiner in the statement of reasons for allowance (i.e., does not teach component (B) 
and/or component (C))(which is combined with component (A)). Accordingly, while 
applicants are concurrently filing Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance relating 
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to the Examiner's description of certain prior art identified during the prosecution of the 
present application, applicants believe that the rationale is correct. 

To assist the Examiner, the document is listed on the attached form PTO-1449. It is 
respectfully requested that an Examiner initialed copy of this form be returned to the 
undersigned. 

The document is being submitted after the close of prosecution but prior to the 
payment of the issue fee, therefore under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(d) a statement (which follows) 
and the fee of $180 set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p) are enclosed. 

I, the undersigned, hereby state that each item of information contained in this 
Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in a communication from the Chinese 
Patent Office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three (3) months prior to the 
filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 

This Information Disclosure Statement contains information which is not in the 
English language but was cited in an office action by a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application. In accordance with MPEP § 609 III A(3), and as noted above, an English 
language version of the action which indicates the degree of relevance found by the foreign 
office is being submitted herewith. 

Should the Examiner wish to discuss any aspect of the present application, he is 
invited to contact the undersigned attorney at the number provided below. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Buchanan Ingersoll PC 

(including attorneys from Burns, Doane, Swecker & Mathis) 

Bv: /%^A. Y^L' 
Robert G. Mukai 
Registration No. 28,531 

P.O. Box 1404 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1404 
(703) 836-662 



Date: March 7, 2006 
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